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What is UNIX?
• Operating system



Why UNIX?
• Scripting
• Powerful tools
• Easy remote access
• A GUI (Graphical User Interface) is not available for 

many programs
• Compatibility
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Learning goals
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• Navigate in the UNIX environment 
• Create, move and delete directories 
• Create, move, delete and edit files 
• Use basic UNIX commands 
• Know where to find help
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The Terminal
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(the Command Line, Shell, Prompt)
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The Terminal
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Modify the look



PATHS: Absolute vs. Relative
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In the Command Line

ls = list
cd = change directory
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/Desktop/wpsg_2025/Unix_primer

In the Command Line

ls = list
cd = change directory
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/Desktop/Applications/Library/current_work
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 ../../Applications/Library/current_work..

..



In the Command Line
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ls = list
cd = change directory
pwd = print working directory

..

..
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ls = list
cd = change directory
pwd = print working directory
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../../Applications/Library/current_work

/Desktop/Applications/Library/current_work

Absolute

Relative



A CHEAT SHEET … and the internet is your best friend!
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Where should you look for help … your best friends!
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Now it's your turn to dig into UNIX
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ssh wpsg@ec2-XX-XXX-XXX-XXX.compute-1.amazonaws.com
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